
Church of Saint John the Baptist or Mosque of Yahya,
Sebastia

Description of the site: a church built in the Byzantine period at the eastern end outside the Roman city walls. During
that period, Sebastia became an episcopal center, which still reflects the episcopal rank of Sebastia to the present
day. In the fourth century AD, Queen Helena, the mother of Emperor Constantine, built many churches on the road
that Jesus passed between Bethlehem and Galilee. Among them was this church that embraced the tomb of the
Prophet Yahya to honor him and his status in Christianity. But this church was demolished by earthquakes and the
Persian invasion of the city at the beginning of the seventh century AD; given the importance of the site and religious
status, it was rebuilt by the Crusaders in the tenth century AD on the ruins of the Byzantine church.Description of the
church from the Crusader era: - It is located in the historic town's center and to the park's eastern side. The floor of
the outer churchyard is more than two meters below street level. It is accessed by a staircase that was added later,
leading to the external churchyard, where its floor is paved with large stone tiles. This square reaches under the
adjacent street from the west. The front facade of the church is still standing at its original height, and in the middle
is the main gate, which leads to the inner courtyard of the church, which has a basilica plan. It is a rectangle in
shape extending from east to west. It was divided into three open halls, separated by massive stone pillars.It was
built of stones trimmed and placed orderly, and the building style reflects the Crusader style prevailing in that
period. Some parts of the church, especially the southern region, were built on foundations dating back to Byzantine.
Some residential and administrative annexes for the monks were added to it on the south side, while the John the
Baptist or the Prophet Yahya shrine remained in the middle of the church. The shrine was renovated in subsequent
periods, and a small mosque was built above it. Later in the Ottoman era, a mosque and a minaret were built on the
ruins of the eastern part of the church, and three school rooms for children were recently converted into an
antiquities museum.

Sites & Attractions: Type

- Mosque and a tourist site

Address

The church and the mosque lie in
the middle of the village square,
and it is bordered to the north by
the Sebastia municipality, to the
south by residential buildings, to
the east by traditional buildings,
and to the west by a garden and
park in the ...
Nablus, Al-Kafir Street - Rafidia
beginning near Al-Rawda
Mosque.
PS-NBS
Palestinian Territories

32.276712,35.195967
View in Google Maps

Dress Code
Modest attire for men
and women
Entry Limitation
Modest attire for men
and women.

Booking On Site
No
Booking Online
No
Booking via Phone
No

Fee: Special Group Rate
No

https://assets.destinationpalestine.io/node/268
https://assets.destinationpalestine.io/taxonomy/term/402
http://www.google.com/maps/place/32.276712,35.195967


Advance booking required
No
Agent Voucher Accepted
No

Handicap bathroom
No
Stairs
No

Wheelchair Friendly
No
Stroller Friendly
No
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