
Mary's Spring ميرم ءارذعلا  نيع 

Just eight kilometers west of the city center of Jerusalem, is the peaceful neighborhood of Ein Kerem. Its lush green
landscape and cozy restaurants and cafes are a pleasant break from the hustle and bustle of the city. The area also
boasts many significant sites in Christianity, including Mary’s Spring. Mary’s Spring is a fresh-water spring that is
believed to be the location that the Virgin Mary, who was pregnant with Jesus at the time, sat and drank from the
waters while visiting her cousin Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist. Because of this biblical connection, the
spring became a place of pilgrimage. The village of Ein Kerem derives its name from the spring - “ein” meaning
spring in Arabic and “kerem” meaning vineyard or grove. The spring has been central to life in the area throughout
the centuries. During the second temple period a 30-meter tunnel was constructed in order to increase the capacity
of the spring. During the 19th century, a mosque dedicated to Omar was built over the spring. Although it is now
abandoned, the mosque can still be seen today. The spring went through a long period of neglect, but in 1989  with 
the  support  of  Baron  Edmond  de  Rothschild  the  site  was  completely renovated. A plaza was created around
the spring, with benches to sit and trees and greenery to offer a tranquil atmosphere for visitors. It is important to
note that the water today is contaminated and is not safe to drink. Mary’s Spring is very close to many other
important sites around Ein Kerem. The Spring sits between the Catholic churches of St. John the Baptist and the
Church of the Visitation, and close to many shops and restaurants. It is the perfect spot to sit for a short time during
a tour of the area.

 

Site Religion & Type

- Christian Site

Target Group

- Organized Groups
- Christian Groups

Denomination with high
relevance
Benedictine
Brothers
, Catholic -
Armenian
, Catholic - Greek
, Catholic - Roman , Coptic
, Mennonite , Mormon
, Orthodox -
Armenian
, Orthodox - Assyrian
, Orthodox - Ethiopian
, Orthodox - Greek
, Orthodox - Russian
, Protestant - Anglican
, Protestant - Baptist
, Protestant - Methodist
, Protestant - Pentecost
, Protestant -Lutheran
, Salesian
Brothers  , Zion sisters

Address

Simtat HaMa'ayan
Jerusalem
PS-JEM
Palestinian Territories

31.764778,35.161224
View in Google Maps

Best time of day to
visit
No difference

Entry Limitation
No limitations

https://assets.destinationpalestine.io/node/141
https://assets.destinationpalestine.io/taxonomy/term/1
https://assets.destinationpalestine.io/taxonomy/term/87
https://assets.destinationpalestine.io/taxonomy/term/288
http://www.google.com/maps/place/31.764778,35.161224


Best Time of Year to
Visit
Year round
Estimated time of
visit
Less than an hour

Booking On Site
No
Booking Online
No
Booking via Phone
No
Advance booking required
No

Free For
Free (locals only) , Free for everyone

Handicap bathroom
No
Stairs
No

Wheelchair Friendly
Yes
Wheelchair Access Level
Fully accessible
Stroller Friendly
Yes


	Mary's Springعين العذراء مريم

